[Effect of nitrite on cytochrome oxidase].
Nitrite causes changes in the optical and EPR spectra of cytochrome oxidase from heart and alters the spectral, redox and basic properties of cytochrome c. No utilization of nitrite by cytochrome oxidase was observed. However, nitrite inhibits the superoxide dismutase and oxidase activities of the enzyme. Changes in the properties of cytochrome oxidase were observed under effect of some products of nitrite reduction, e. g. nitric oxide, hydroxylamine, hydrazine; nitrate has no effect on the optical and EPR spectra or on the enzyme activity.